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Lot 2

Starting price: €5000
Estimate: €10000

A PAIR OF CLOISONNE ENAMEL CANDLESTICKS,
QIANLONG PERIOD 37 f& s 5 — &1 66 i 6 6 Bk R B B SE 0
anE

China, 1736-1795. Decorated in brilliant polychrome enamels
against a bright turquoise ground with lotus blossoms
surrounded by leafy scrolling vines as well as archaistic
motifs, framed by bands of ruyi-heads, stylized scroll, and stiff
leaves. The top of the bell-shaped base with a band of
lappets in distinctively raised champlevé. The rims with gilt
key-fret bands neatly inlaid in deep-blue enamel. (2)

Provenance: From the collection of Salomon Sérensen,
Sweden. Thence by descent within the same family. Salomon
Sdrensen (1856-1937) was a Swedish citizen, who worked as
city architect in Malmé between 1893 and 1924. He was one
of the most productive architects in the city’s history,
completing over 100 buildings. For most of his life, S6rensen
was an avid collector of Chinese art.

Condition: Absolutely original and unrestored condition, only
with old wear and manufacturing flaws, such as pitting. Some
minor losses, nicks, and scratches, all as expected and
commensurate with age. The undersides of both trays of
each candlestick with losses to the blue enamel coating
where the joints connect.

Weight: 2,165 g and 2,160 g
Dimensions: Height 47 cm and 46.5 cm

Each with a hollow bell-shaped base rising to a central bulb
between two cylindrical sections supporting a large circular
dish tray, set to the center with a tall tapering cylindrical neck,
surmounted by a small two-bulb section below a smaller tray
fitted with a metal pricket.

The present lot would have originally served as a part of a
garniture set for ritual or ancestral altars. The most popular
set was the five-piece wugong, which besides two
candlesticks also included a censer and two gu vases.

Literature comparison: For a related five-piece cloisonné
enamel garniture in the Qing Court Collection, comprising a
related pair of pricket candlestick decorated with lotus
meanders, see The Complete Collection of Treasures of the
Palace Museum: Metal-bodied Enamel Ware, Hong Kong,
2002, pl.138. Compare a closely related candlestick from a
five-piece altar set (wugong) from the Qianlong period in the



collection of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, accession
number 29.110.68.

Auction result comparison: Compare a closely related pair
of cloisonné candlesticks, of near-identical form and
design, also dated to the Qianlong period, at Sotheby’s New
York in Important Chinese Art on 15 March 2017, lot 739,
sold for USD 32,500.
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